[Combination chemotherapy with nedaplatin (CDGP) and 5-FU for oral cancer].
Chemotherapy using CDGP plus 5-FU was evaluated in patients with oral cancer. The subjects were patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity who had not received any therapy, comprising 7 patients with carcinoma of the tongue, 2 with buccal carcinoma, 2 with maxillary gingival carcinoma, and 1 with carcinoma of the oral floor. There were 4 patients in Stage II, 3 patients in Stage III and 5 patients in Stage IV. Patients with a PS < or = 1, WBC > or = 4,000/mm3, Hb > or = 10 g/dl, platelet count > or = 10 x 10/mm3, and normal liver, kidney, and heart function at baseline were selected for this study. In all patients, 5-FU was administered at a dose of 600 mg/m2/day for 5 days (day 1 to day 5) by continuous infusion, for a total dose of 3,000 mg/m2. CDGP was administered on day 1 at a dose of 80 mg/m2 in 8 patients and at 100 mg/m2 in 4 patients. This treatment was one course of therapy, and patients received 1 or 2 courses. Of 12 patients who were evaluable, there were 9 partial responses and 3 no changes, for a major response rate of 75%. Toxicities experienced by patients were mild (grade 2 or lower) gastrointestinal disorders (including nausea/vomiting) and renal impairment, while grade 3 leukopenia and thrombocytopenia developed in 1 patient each and grade 4 thrombocytopenia occurred in another patient. Thus, patients receiving CDGP + 5-FU therapy should be closely monitored for hematologic toxicity. Since CDGP + 5-FU therapy achieved a good response rate (75%) in the treatment of squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity, we plan to use this therapy in the future and assess its benefit in a larger number of patients.